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Overview of the pooled data set of the 10th – 21st Social Survey 

Survey Series Social Surve (Sozialerhebung) 

Erhebungen 10th Social Survey (1982) 

11th Social Survey (1985) 

12th Social Survey (1988 

13th Social Survey (1991) 

14th Social Survey (1994) 

15th Social Survey (1997) 

16th Social Survey (2000) 

17th Social Survey (2003) 

18th Social Survey (2006) 

19th Social Survey (2009) 

20th Social Survey (2012) 

21st Social Survey (2016) 

Institutions HIS Higher Education Information System (10th – 19th Social Survey) 

HIS-Institute for Higher Education Research (20th Social Survey) 

German Centre for Higher Education Research and Science Studies (DZHW) 

(21st Social Survey) 

Sponsored by Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) 
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Data Curation Elke Middendorff, Marten Wallis 

Themes Information on studies 

Previous education 

Housing situation 

Study support 

Financial situation 

Time budget 

Employment during studies 

Canteen and nutrition 

Sociodemographic characteristics 

Information about the parents 

Need for counselling and information 

Study-related stays abroad 

Survey Design Cross-sectional survey (trend design) 

Survey Data Type Quantitative data 
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Population 10th-12th Social Survey: German students at state or state-recognized 

universities in the Federal Republic of Germany 

13th – 16th Social Survey: Students who are enrolled at a state or state-

recognised higher education institution - regardless of their nationality 

17th – 21st Social Survey: Students with German citizenship and non-

mobile foreign students who were enrolled in a state or state-recognized 

higher education institution in Germany in the respective summer semes-

ter (2003, 2006, 2009, 2012 or 2016) (with the exception of universities of 

applied sciences for administration, universities of distance learning and 

universities of the German armed forces). 

Sampling Procedure Simple (disproportionally) stratified random samples 

Survey Methods - standardised Paper-Pencil-Survey (17th – 20th Social Survey) 

- standardised Online-Survey (21st Sozial Survey) 

 

Pretest  

by Number of  

Social Survey 

10th - 16th:  no information available 

17th 18th 19th 20th 21st 

congnitive 
pretest  
by gesis:  
02. – 10. Febr. 
2003 

congnitive 
pretest: 
16. – 17. Febr. 
2006 

congnitive 
pretest:  
12., 14., 19. Jan. 
2009 

congnitive pre-
test:  
11. und 13. Jan. 
2012 

four test 
surveys with 
the HISBUS-
Online-
Access-Panel 
25.11.2015 – 
31.01.2016 

Field Period 

by Number of  

Social Survey 

10. 11. 12.  

24.05.1982 – 01.09.1982 27.05.1985 – 

01.09.1985 

30.05.1988 – 

30.09.1988 

 

13. 14. 15. 16. 

new countries: 06.05. - 31.08.1991 
old countries:   27.05. - 31.08.1991 

30.05.1994 - 
31.08.1994 

26.05.1997 - 
30.09.1997 

29.05.2000 - 
30.09.2000 

17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 

26.05.2003 -
30.09.2003 

29.05.2006 - 
15.09.2006 

01.05.2009 -
31.07.2009 

29.05.2012 -
20.08.2012 

23.05.2016 - 
31.08.2016 

 

https://www.google.de/search?q=Standardisiert&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiTk9W1jNLLAhUhA3MKHXpnAQUQvwUIGigA
https://www.google.de/search?q=Standardisiert&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiTk9W1jNLLAhUhA3MKHXpnAQUQvwUIGigA
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Net sample Size  

by Number of 

Social Survey 

 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 

SUF 22.685 19.126 20.490 26.525 30.039 22.660 16.482 

 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. ssypoolv3.1.0 

 SUF 21.427 16.590 16.370 15.128 55.211 282.733 

CUF 16.620 8.255 8.297 7.608 27.583 141.367 

 

Response Rate  

by Number of  

Social Survey 

10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

43 % 39 % 42,2 % 47,6 % 50,3 % 37,1 % 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 

27,1 % 41,6 % 30,7 % 32,0 % 28,0 % 16,2 % 

 

Data Packages and  

Mode of Access 

CUF: Download 
SUF: Download 

Data Set Structure Individual data in long-format 

DOI https://doi.org/10.21249/DZHW:ssypool:3.1.0 

Release Notes https://metadata.fdz.dzhw.eu/#!/de/studies/stu-ssypool$?version=3.1.0 

Annotations  

Further Information https://fdz.dzhw.eu 

https://www.dzhw.eu/forschung/projekt?pr_id=650 

Project Publications 

See data and methodology reports on the 10th – 21st Social Survey: 

https://metadata.fdz.dzhw.eu/de/search?page=1&size=10&type=data_packages&study-

series=Sozialerhebung  

Publications using the Data Package 

See data and methodology reports on the 10th – 21st Social Survey: 

https://metadata.fdz.dzhw.eu/de/search?page=1&size=10&type=data_packages&study-

series=Sozialerhebung 
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